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ABBA 

Consultation Group  

1st February 2019 

Loxley House, 1-3pm 

 

Attending: 

Glen Jarvis - Nottingham Crime & Drugs Partnership (minutes) 

Rob Eagle – Opportunity Nottingham Beneficiary Ambassador 

Guest – Jean-Paul Hutchinson – User Voice 

4 members  

 

Apologies: 

Richard Mayer – Healthwatch 

Deonne –  

4 existing members 

 

1) Welcome, introductions and check-in 

Glen thanked everyone attending the meeting.  

 

2) Minutes of the last meeting and updates 

We looked at the minutes of the last meeting briefly. The last meeting was the Christmas social so 
there weren’t any actions to update 

 

3) Updates and news 

A. ABBA info on the CDP website – Information about ABBA can now be found on the CDP website. 
Meeting dates, reports and minutes will all be uploaded there so that people with web access 
can find them anytime.   http://www.nottinghamcdp.com/forums/  

B. Certificates – The certificates had come through from Expert Link for the “Being The Difference” 
training that we did back in May. They have now been laminated so we will present them at the 
next meeting. One seems to have been missed and another has an incomplete name so glen will 
chase these up.   

C. Expert link Training – We are trying to get this sorted for March onwards.  
D. Involvement in NRN – meeting to be arranged with someone in The Academy about service user 

involvement at the Hub.  

http://www.nottinghamcdp.com/forums/
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4) User Voice – Guest speaker 

Jean-Paul introduced himself as the local area rep for User Voice.  

User Voice was set up in 2009 and uses a collaborative service user involvement model to promote 
dialogue and bring about change in the criminal justice system to improve services and promote 
rehabilitation.  

Jean-Paul explained that they work in 30 prisons as well as with the Probation Service and the 
Community Rehabilitation Companies. They aim to make a better experience for service users and to 
make better services. They had 500 engagements last month. With Derbyshire, Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire and Rutland (DLNR) CRC and senior members of Probation. Recently they have been 
working on “Through the Gate” services and employment issues. They also work with Opportunity 
Nottingham. Resettlement is a big issue, especially around short sentences.  They identify employment 
as an important part of rehabilitation. They run user councils in prisons to look at issues relevant to 
each establishment.  

They have a local service user meeting in Nottingham. They meet with the CRC. Identified short 
sentences as a major issue amongst other things. . They are doing more joined up work with Clean 
Slate and Opportunity Nottingham and welcomed the idea of linking up with ABBA to look at local 
criminal justice services.  

Members engaged in a lengthy discussion around the issues that had been raised. It was hoped that 
we could work with User Voice around the shared agenda of involvement. ABBA is open to anyone who 
has an interest in criminal justice and/or substance use issues. Clean Slate is our commissioned service, 
based at The Wellbeing Hub with our other services and service users from there are very welcome to 
attend. Our members share the concerns around stigma, short sentences, drugs in prison and housing, 
as well as many other areas.  

 

5) Peer to Peer Naloxone distribution 

Lee C had come along to the group to talk about Naloxone distribution. There was a quick recap on 
what Naloxone is and the work that has gone into getting widespread distribution over the past 4 years. 
Nottingham has led the way with training and distribution through services, hostels, family services 
etc. but there are two key areas we have missing. Prison release and Peer to peer distribution. Lee said 
that the company that supplies Naloxone is interested in supporting Peer to Peer schemes around the 
country. Last year Lee ran a group for International Remembrance Day and Overdose Awareness Day, 
which ABBA and Opp Nott members supported. A pilot session was run by Lee to deliver overdose 
response awareness, Naloxone training and the people attending were issued with their own Naloxone 
kit. It was a small group but worked well, and there was enthusiasm for being involved in some kind of 
team to deliver a Peer to Peer scheme.  

The plans hadn’t progressed since then but the supplier is now keen to support some local Peer to peer 
schemes. Importantly, they may have some funding to cover travel costs and lunches for people 
working in the project. Lee said it was important that people are not out of pocket if they choose to 
take part in such a scheme. Discussions are taking place so there are no firm plans in place. Lee will 
bring more details in the future.   
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6) Reminder calls/texts –  

At the old forums Glen used to send reminders or call people when there was a meeting coming up. 
He wanted to know if people would like this to happen again. People attending through Opp Nott get 
calls already but there are some of the old forum members who don’t. People said they would welcome 
this and could say if they didn’t want to get them.  

7) Criminal Justice Service tender Panel –  

The contract is currently out to tender and there will be an opportunity for service users to mark part 
of the tenders. We did this recently with the Inpatient Detox tender and 4 members of ABBA took part. 
The current one will be in early March and Glen was asking for anyone who would like to do it to 
express an interest. Several people who took part last time said that it was very interesting to do and 
see how the process works. If anyone else is interested let Glen know at the next meeting.  

8) Needle Exchange consultations 

There have been issues since the Health Shop moved from Broad Street with needle exchange and 
sexual health. Staff have moved to the Hub but do not provide needle exchange there. Service users 
can access needle exchange in pharmacies but they only provide equipment in packs, not “pick and 
mix”. This has created issues around the amount of equipment being wasted and dumped, especially 
around Broad Marsh as the only city centre needle exchange is at the Boots store there. Glen wants to 
talk to anyone with issues around needle exchange and testing since the changes took place. He is 
going out to various places to talk to people but would welcome a chat with anyone who wants to 
share their experience, by phone, email or meeting up.    

 

9) Free and cheap activities section 

The section had been updated for January to February and printed separately for members. A copy is 
attached to the minutes.  Members thought it was better to do this as a separate document that could 
be brought to the meeting. 

 
 

7) Future meeting dates 

Friday 1st March 2019 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

THURSDAY 18th April 2019 

1-3pm in room 0.06 at Loxley House 

Friday 17th May 2019 

1-3pm in room LB 41 at Loxley House (meet glen in reception) 

Friday 21st June 2019 

1-3pm in room LB 41 at Loxley House 
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Loxley House is the big glass building next to the train station. The tram stops at the station.  

The free Centrelink bus drops off at the front of the train station, a short walk from Loxley. You can 
catch this at Victoria Centre bus station, on Mount Street at the side of Angel Row Library and on 
Maid Marian Way, outside the Credit Union (not far from Sobar and the hub).  

Contact: Glen Jarvis 

 

Service User and Carer Involvement Officer. Crime & Drugs Partnership 

Department of Strategy and Resources  - Commissioning 

Nottingham City Council | Fourth Floor Loxley House | Station Street | Nottingham | NG2 3NG 

T: 0115 8765717      M: 07947 309 104 (best way to contact) 


