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ABBA 

Consultation Group  

15th August 2019 

Loxley House, 1-3pm 

 

Attending: 

Lee Orrell- Opportunity Nottingham Beneficiary Ambassadors 

Katy Gilbert - Opportunity Nottingham Beneficiary Ambassadors 

Deonne Peters - Opportunity Nottingham Beneficiary Ambassadors 

Glen Jarvis - Nottingham Crime & Drugs Partnership (minutes) 

5 ABBA members  

Apologies: 

3 existing members 

Rob – Opp Nott 

HealthWatch 

 

1) Welcome, introductions and check-in 

Glen thanked everyone for attending the meeting, did introductions and Greg took us through the 
group agreement.   

 

2) Minutes of the last meeting and updates 

Copies of the minutes of the last meeting were available. Commissioners passed on thanks to the group 
for the work they had done at the last meeting discussing the early stages of developing the future 
thinking around multiple complex needs. The development of plans is moving on and the group will 
have a lot of involvement in that over the next two years. CDP commissioners had discussed attending 
every ABBA meeting but Glen had suggested it would be better if we inform them when there is 
something of interest on the agenda or they inform us when they want something on the agenda and 
then attend. We talk about a wide range of issues that may not always be relevant to them.  

 

3) Member led agenda item 

One of the members asked to raise an issue and led the next part of the meeting. Mark said that he 
had attended a session at the Salvation Army called ‘Open Table’, which is held on Thursday. People 
can get a free meal and a chat from 1.30-3pm. Mark had already asked if more members would like to 
attend to speak to the people who already go along. Several volunteered straight away.  
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Mark had been speaking to them about ABBA and encouraging them to come along. He had also been 
thinking about ways to get more people attending ABBA. This triggered a conversation about reaching 
out to new people and making the meeting welcoming to them. We talked about having an “Open 
Day” type event for ABBA to welcome and introduce new people. There was a lot of enthusiasm for 
this in the group and we set about making some plans.  

Glen reminded the group that we had talked about making the October meeting an open event around 
mental health as it falls within Mental Health Awareness Weeks, and suggested that this could be our 
open day event as well. There will be some further planning and discussion and a few members 
volunteered to work on a poster for the event. Glen will meet with the ambassadors and we will use 
the September meeting to finalise plans. We also talked about having some refreshments and 
sandwiches to attract people along. Jo offered to do a drama warm up session with some fun ice 
breaker activities.  

 

4) Priority List check 

We had a look at our priority list for the year to check that we were looking at the issues that we said 
we would. We have covered some of the things on the list and the discussion and plans today was 
dealing with a few more, which we felt was good progress.  

 

5) Drug related death self-audit.  

Ambassadors had attended a national Fulfilling Lives meeting recently, where the discussion had been 
around drug related deaths. A self-audit survey had been created as a result, which was now being 
completed by each area. Lee had brought along the ‘Understanding and preventing drug related 
deaths’ form to discuss at the group. Public Health England and the national expert citizens are also 
involved.  

We talked about the latest news that drug death figures have gone up again to a new record high, 
although the rate in our region is one of the lowest. The idea is to share good practice across the 
country to try and help the areas that have very high rates, like the North East.  

We had quite a lengthy discussion in the group. We talked about Drug Consumption Rooms, 
decriminalisation and peer to peer Naloxone distribution, which have all been in the news this week.  

It was felt that this was a key issue for ABBA to get involved in and members requested that it be added 
to the priority issue list for this year. We will re-visit the topic later in the year.  

 

6) Web information activity 

Glen talked briefly about an activity he had planned for today, but we had run out of time to do it. He 
has responsibility for updating some of the online information directories like Talk to FRANK and the 
NHS website, especially around drug and alcohol services. He is looking into how people access online 
information and what people actually look for. There is also a big challenge around keeping them up 
to date. Most of the information is wrong, most of the time because people set them up but don’t put 
the effort into maintaining them. Laptops were set up and an activity sheet was available. Some 
members took them away to try at home or when they could get online somewhere. There were also 
some discussion points. They are attached for information if anyone wants to have a try or send 
comments. We will have another try next time.  
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7) Free and cheap activities section 

The section had been updated for August and printed separately for members. Members in the 
meeting also highlighted events that were coming up very soon.  Any suggestions for activities and 
events are always welcome. Speech Therapy is held on the last Wednesday of the month at The 
Running Horse. Open mic poetry night still run by the same people where it started at the guitar bar. 
Jo informed the group that the Improvised Comedy Nights are now FREE and a lot of fun with a 
welcoming group.  

 
9) Future meeting dates 

Friday 13th September 2019 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 18th October 2019 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 22nd November 2019 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 20th December 2019 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 24th January 2020 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 21st February 2020 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

Friday 27th March 2020 

1-3pm in the Committee Room at Loxley House 

 

 

Loxley House is the big glass building next to the train station. The tram stops at the station.  

Contact: Glen Jarvis 

 

Service User and Carer Involvement Officer. Crime & Drugs Partnership 

Department of Strategy and Resources  - Commissioning 

Nottingham City Council | Fourth Floor Loxley House | Station Street | Nottingham | NG2 3NG 

T: 0115 8765717      M: 07947 309 104 (best way to contact) 


