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Guidance Notes

Methodology

• Unless otherwise stated, this document compares data from 23rd March to 

31st May 2020 with the same period in 2019.

• The intention is to examine the impact of the Coronavirus lockdown on 

performance relating to the four issues for which community safety 

partnerships are responsible:

 Crime

 ASB

 Substance misuse

 Reoffending

• Where possible data from relevant services has been included. Many of 

these services are not operating as normal during lockdown and thus their 

capacity to service analytical requests has been reduced.



Headlines



Headlines

• With a small number of exceptions, crime has reduced across all categories. This trend was particularly 

pronounced in the early weeks of lockdown, however, the rate of decrease has slowed considerably in recent 

weeks. This is changing pattern is likely to relate to the fact that more people are coming into contact with 

each other due to the partial easing of lockdown restrictions. This trend is likely to continue as more activities 

are permitted in the coming weeks, in particular the opening of commercial premises on 15th June.

• The reduction in crime is most apparent in relation to acquisitive crime where volumes have reduced by over 

40% compared to the same period last year. This is reflective of reduced opportunities for offending as a 

greater number of citizens are now at home and thus not presenting as potential victims. The volume of 

burglary has decreased by only 24% (104 fewer offences), within this residential burglaries have decreased 

by 25% and business and commercial burglaries by 19%.

• Overall violence has reduced by 31% (303 offences). The bulk of this is accounted for by the reduction in 

Night Time Economy violence, which has gone down by 85% (235 fewer offences) during the lockdown 

period. 

• Stalking & harassment offences are showing a moderate increase of 3% (17 more crimes). A significant 

amount of this is likely to relate to online behaviour, such as malicious communications.

• Those offences which are dependent on police proactivity, such as weapon and drug possession, have also

seen significant declines in volume. Currently, all categories are showing a reduction.



Headlines

• The closure of most city centre businesses has led to a 

significant reduction in crime in that area (-72%, 1,527 

fewer crimes). This is reflective of reduced footfall and 

the attendant lack of opportunities to commit crime.

• Crime has also reduced in all wards, with one 

exception in the Dales ward, where crime has 

increased by 5% (15 more crimes).

• Outside the city centre, the greatest reduction in 

volume terms has been seen in Hyson Green and 

Arboretum (183 fewer crimes). This is followed by 

Sherwood (130) and Bestwood (121).

Ward 2019 2020 % Vol.

Aspley 337 312 -7.42% -25

Basford 333 308 -7.51% -25

Berridge 390 320 -17.95% -70

Bestwood 379 258 -31.93% -121

Bilborough 309 240 -22.33% -69

Bulwell 464 381 -17.89% -83

Bulwell Forest 245 195 -20.41% -50

Castle 82 39 -52.44% -43

City Centre 2128 601 -71.76% -1527

Clifton East 378 307 -18.78% -71

Clifton West 142 116 -18.31% -26

Dales 326 341 4.60% 15

Hyson Green & Arboretum 694 511 -26.37% -183

Leen Valley 146 118 -19.18% -28

Lenton & Wollaton East 378 259 -31.48% -119

Mapperley 280 247 -11.79% -33

Meadows 259 239 -7.72% -20

Radford 311 278 -10.61% -33

Sherwood 387 257 -33.59% -130

St Ann's 352 326 -7.39% -26

Wollaton West 148 80 -45.95% -68

Total 8468 5733 -32.30% -2735



Domestic Violence & Abuse

• Overall domestic abuse crimes have increased

by a moderate amount during lockdown – this

equates to 1% (8 more crimes). This trend

became more pronounced during May, where

volumes increased by 7.5%, compared to a 7%

reduction in April.

• Within this, the volume of domestic violence

crimes reduced by 11% in April (35 fewer

offences). In May this reduction was only 2% (6

fewer crimes).

• The number of identified repeat survivors has

also fallen, with a reduction of 15% (51 fewer

repeats).

• The exception is the volume of incidents

reported to the police, which has increased by

17% (217 more incidents). The reasons for this

are being investigated, with the working

hypothesis being that the increase is reflective

of a greater number of low level incidents being

reported that do not meet the threshold for a

crime or non-crime to be recorded.

* April & May data only



Domestic Violence & Abuse

• Call volumes were much higher than 2019 in the 

first five weeks of lockdown due to the significant 

proportion of ineffective calls. This was due to 

issues relating to the helpline moving into business 

continuity arrangements.

• Since week five the proportion of ineffective calls 

has reduced to a level similar to that seen in 2019.

• Conversely, the volume of calls has increased 

from this point, suggesting a genuine increase in 

demand from week five onwards. This reflects 

similar changes seen in police recorded DVA over 

the past month.

• Data relates to the Nottinghamshire helpline – the 

city accounts for approximately 53% of calls

* Call data is currently only available on a countywide basis
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Sexual Offences

• The overall volume of sexual offences has reduced by 48% (133 fewer offences). The most significant

reductions were seen in the early weeks of lockdown, however, the rate of decrease has since lessened

week on week.

• The closure of the night time economy is likely to have been a significant factor in this reduction, in

particular that seen in ‘other’ sexual offences, which have reduced by 59% (112 fewer offences).

• The equivalent figure for rape offences has decreased by 23% (21 fewer offences).

• Calls to the NSVSS helpline have seen a significant reduction post-lockdown. In the period prior to 23rd

March there were an average of 66 calls per week to the helpline in 2020. After this date the average has

fallen to 33 calls per week.

• The number of referrals into the ISVA and counselling services has also reduced in the period post-

lockdown.



Hate Crime

• The impact of lockdown was clearly visible in 

April when the overall volume of hate 

occurrences (crimes and non-crimes) reduced 

by 17.4% (19 fewer occurrences). In May the 

opposite trend was apparent as volumes 

increased by 22.8% (23 more occurrences). 

This change is likely to be a result of more 

people coming into contact with each other 

during May as lockdown restrictions were 

eased. The good weather and bank holidays 

will also have been a contributory factor.

• Race related hate crime has been the most 

common category recorded during lockdown, 

accounting for 61% of all occurrences. This 

was also the case pre-lockdown.

• The next most common categories have been 

sexual orientation and religion/faith. Again, this 

is unchanged from the pre-lockdown period.

• The volume of repeat victims has increased by

three compared to 2019 (+10%).
* April & May data only
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ASB

• The volume of police recorded ASB incidents has risen by 67% (1,955 more incidents) compared to the same

period last year. This was an expected outcome given that people are now largely restricted to being at home,

with the result that neighbour disputes and issues are now much more likely. In addition, breaches of COVID

related regulations are largely being recorded as ASB incidents – this has added a moderate volume of

incidents to the total. This is likely to be an underestimate, as identifying these incidents is problematic at

present.

• The biggest increase has been in ‘noise’ related ASB (+124%, 1,055 more incidents). Much of this is related to

neighbour noise disputes, however, a proportion is linked to perceived breaches of the lockdown regulations

that may not have generated a complaint prior to Coronavirus.

• The volume of repeat victims of ASB has increased by 38%. This equates to 239 more identified repeat victims.

• On 29th April a weekly ASB Tasking meeting was established with representatives from NCC, Notts. Police and

NCH. This meeting concentrates on the most significant repeat addresses and locations.



Substance Misuse

• Currently there is limited access to the Wellbeing Hub. Phone assessments are continuing and the numbers

are increasing

• The concentration is on keeping people safe rather than abstinence. The focus is on prescriptions and access

to clean needles. There has been a significant rise in those presenting with an opiate problem, so again the

concentration has been on access to medication and conducting blood and urine tests.

• NRN has seen an increase in presentations and are keeping in touch with clients virtually.

• The volume of needle exchange clients has increased. Service users are missing contact with services and

social interactions. Some services have been giving phones to people who do not have them, in order for

them to keep in contact and resolve any issues.

• Prison releases are now being assessed and given appointments via video link. The courts are not running to

full capacity so at present there is a reduction in community orders although that may change with the re-

assessment of remand prisoners.

• Police intelligence suggests there is no shortage of drugs at present. Some small price increases have been

noted but nothing significant.

• Anecdotal evidence suggests that a number of issues are emerging as lockdown is eased. These include an

increase in overdoses, the re-emergence of Mamba/Spice and increased violence and tensions around drug

markets.



Reoffending

• A plan is in place for an IOM-like approach to any early prison releases. All will be low risk and will be

housed and tagged. No one with domestic violence or substance misuse markers will be released under

the scheme.

• The Ministry of Justice aim to have single cell occupancy across all prison establishments, which would

mean 8,000 prisoners needed to be rehoused, including in temporary buildings in the prison grounds.

There may therefore be a significant push for more to be released in the next few weeks. However, to

date this has not materialised.

• Both NPS and DLNR CRC have amended their delivery models in accordance with the government

guidance around social distancing.

• A fortnightly meeting is being held to maintain local oversight of the early release programme. This is

attended by representatives from NCC, Notts. Police, NPS, DLNR CRC and the CDP.



Appendix 1 – Performance Framework

Area Type 2019 2020 % Vol.

All Crime All Crime Volume 8468 5733 -32.30% -2735

VBC Volume 6781 4497 -33.68% -2284

Violence with Injury 1010 656 -35.05% -354

Violence without Injury 942 690 -26.75% -252

Stalking & Harassment 681 698 2.50% 17

Rape 90 69 -23.33% -21

Other Sexual Offences 189 77 -59.26% -112

Business Robbery 9 4 -55.56% -5

Personal Robbery 118 50 -57.63% -68

Burglary - Residential 314 234 -25.48% -80

Burglary - B&C 128 104 -18.75% -24

TFMV 288 203 -29.51% -85

TOMV 147 96 -34.69% -51

Vehicle Interference 70 48 -31.43% -22

Theft from the Person 192 69 -64.06% -123

Bicycle Theft 200 97 -51.50% -103

Shoplifting 818 369 -54.89% -449

Other Theft 735 427 -41.90% -308

Criminal Damage 810 572 -29.38% -238

Arson 40 33 -17.50% -7

Victim Based Crime



Appendix 1 – Performance Framework

Area Type 2019 2020 % Vol.

Other Crimes Against Society 1687 1236 -26.73% -451

Drug Trafficking 88 80 -9.09% -8

Drug Possession 527 323 -38.71% -204

Weapon Possession 129 63 -51.16% -66

Public Order Offences 709 581 -18.05% -128

Misc. Crimes Against Society 234 189 -19.23% -45

Domestic Violence Crime 704 663 -5.82% -41

Domestic Abuse Crime 891 899 0.90% 8

Domestic Non-Crime 371 267 -28.03% -104

Domestic Incidents (Calls) 1304 1521 16.64% 217

Domestic Abuse Repeats 350 299 -14.57% -51

NTE 278 43 -84.53% -235

General 1305 1113 -14.71% -192

Most Serious 90 44 -51.11% -46

Other Crimes Against 

Society

Domestic Violence & 

Abuse

Violence



Appendix 1 – Performance Framework

Area Type 2019 2020 % Vol.

Hate Crime 155 144 -7.10% -11

Hate Non-Crime 55 70 27.27% 15

Disability 7 15 114.29% 8

Race 145 162 11.72% 17

Religion/Faith 18 15 -16.67% -3

Sexual Orientation 38 26 -31.58% -12

Transgender 10 2 -80.00% -8

Alternative Sub-Culture 0 0 #DIV/0! 0

Misogyny 11 8 -27.27% -3

Other 8 5 -37.50% -3

Hate Crime Repeats 30 33 10.00% 3

Knife Crime 73 45 -38.36% -28

Gun Crime n/a n/a n/a n/a

All ASB 2923 4878 66.88% 1955

Alcohol ASB 380 646 70.00% 266

Noise ASB 850 1905 124.12% 1055

Youth ASB 461 792 71.80% 331

ASB Repeats 634 873 37.70% 239

Demand Incidents 19526 17030 -12.78% -2496

ASB

Hate Crime

Knife & Gun  Crime



Appendix 2 - Knife Crime

• At the CDP Board meeting in December 2019 

the board requested data in respect of the 

following two areas:

 The number of detected offenders 

aged 17 or under

 Comparisons with other Core Cities

• In the 12 months to May 2020 the volume of 

detected offenders aged 17 and under reduced 

by 16% (51, previous period 61) when 

compared to the 12 months ending May 2019.

• Comparisons with other forces are available 

within the Most Similar Group. For the 12 

months to December 2019 Nottinghamshire 

had a rate of 0.7 offences per 1000 people. 

During the same period the city of Nottingham 

had a rate of 1.24 offences per 1000. 

Equivalent figures for the Core Cities are not 

publically available so direct comparisons are 

not possible.


